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he must have gotten from Josephus; and therefore
Eusebius did not interpolate; or, if not from Jose-
phus, he must have gotten it from the Roman rec-
ord, or from a gospel in his own hands ; in either
case, the passage of Josephus is proved in its facts
to be true. Now it is customary among deceivers
to erase the truth, but never to interpolate it,
Fourth, Many authors quoted the same words from
Josephus, besides Eusebius. Whiston enumerates
twenty-two, from A.D. 324 to A.K 1480, And,
although they all wrote after lie did, if is entirely
gratuitous to say that they all copied from him. i
therefore believe the passage in question to be
genuine, and ought not to IK*given up. But, sup-
posing 5oscphus to have been silent on this whole
matter, about which he had abundant knowledge,
and which he could not entirely suppress without
bringing suspicion upon his own reliability as a
historian, the Roman historians confessedly eould
have had no motive to be silent about the most
wonderful event of their own or near their own
day.

It had been the settled policy of the Roman
Government to tolerate all forms of religion, so
long as they did not interfere with their own sys-
tem of idolatry; and this policy continued until
it became evident that Christianity was making
great inroads upon the state religion. It had some
twenty-five years for a start, and a fair field to
work in for that time. It had been popularly re-
garded by Gentiles as a new form of Judaism for
that length of time, and excited no special atten-
tion among Roman ofiicials until it came to be